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J“St A Mi““te! Witk Scripture

 The King James Bible is used for all references. Verses may be made bold or numbered for emphasis.

1"‘ Romans 12:19-21 mstructs us about God s authority as |t
| relates to revenge: “Dearly beloved, avenge not your-
“selves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written,
'Vengeance is mine; | will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if
| thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink:
. for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be
| not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.”

|| This verse teaches us to ‘give place’ to our anger concern-
“'| ing the world’s injustices. God has a specific day appoint-
"ed to perfectly judge all unfairness/unrighteousness/un-
/[godliness. Trusting this, we can let go of retaliating or con-
ﬁdemnmg others to ‘overcome evil with good.” For exam-
' ple, when someone hurts us, we’re free to love them, not
 harboring anger or bitterness, which motivates revenge.

| Regarding delegated authority, Romans 13:1 says: “Let eve-
I ry soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no
| power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of
| God.” We can relax, knowing God has set up a temporary
| system to maintain order and punish evil on earth. i.e. au-
' thority in government, Church, and family. We know man
| doesn’t execute this power perfectly, but God will one day!

“;\ In God’s time, unbelievers will be righteously dealt with at
| the Great White Throne Judgment. Their works will also
|| be punished: “But we are sure that the judgment of God is

accordmg to truth against them which commit such

th/ngs ” (Rom. 2:2) At this judgment ‘the dead,” that is, in-
| dividuals who have not trusted Christ’s blood, will stand
. before God: “And | saw the dead, small and great, stand
| before God; and the books were opened: and another
| book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead
| were judged out of those things which were written in the

| books, according to their works.” (Rev. 20:12)

! In contrast, we can be confident that the Judgment Seat of
‘,‘ Christ deals with our labor (I Thess. 4:6) completely in the
. Body of Christ, but also rewards for ‘the living’ (saints).
' “For every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day
shal/ declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and
t the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.” (I Cor.
113:13) God has a perfect plan...we can rest and trust Him.

Let us further examine the believers
judgment. There is no punishment in-
volved as saints have had all their sin
dealt with by Christ’s shed blood. (Rom.
5:9) Notice what Scripture says:

We will receive praise:

“Therefore judge nothing before the time, until
the Lord come, who both will bring to light the
hidden things of darkness, and will make man-
ifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall
every man have praise of God.” (I Cor. 4:5)

Our work determines ‘rewards’ or ‘loss:’
I Corinthians 3:14-15: “If any man’s work
abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall
receive a reward. If any man’s work shall be
burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself
shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”

We are heirs, looking forward to ‘glory:’
-Rom. 8:17-18: “And if children, then heirs;
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so
be that we suffer with him, that we may be
also glorified together. For | reckon that the
sufferings of this present time are not worthy
to be compared with the glory which shall be
revealed in us.” As we suffer, there is glory.
Paul also references the term, ‘crown:’
-l Timothy 4:8: “Henceforth there is laid up
for me a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at
that day: and not to me only, but unto all
them also that love his appearing.” As Paul is
ready to depart this world he relays that he
has made full proof of his ministry, fighting
the good fight, finishing his course, and keep-
ing the faith (I Tim.4:5-7), resulting in a crown.

To Do: Search for clues in the context of
the verses above. Notice that the choic-
es we make and the sort of work we
build in our life determines the reward,
praise, glory, and crown of righteous-
ness to be received now and in eternity
(I Tim. 4:8). As we yield to allow Christ’s
life to live in us (walk of faith), we
please our Father. All else simply burns
away. What a day that will be, indeed!
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#~s=="" | Corinthians 4: Asking Questions As You Read i

When a passage is difficult to understand a stu-  Two Examples:
dent can slow down to ask himself questions 1. Read Verses 1-3: a) Question to understand this sec-
to gain insight. This tool is found on P. 15 of tion: Why was Paul acknowledging his roles as a minis-

- . . . S . ter and steward? (This is teaching that his roles are God-
Exploring the Bible Using Study Skills;” availa given; to be respected.) b) How does, “..it is a very small

ble on Amazon or download from our website. thing that | should be judged of you...”, relate to his

ey

Asking questions: As you progress through a passage  roles? (They harshly judged the Apostle, not respecting his
or chapter, .mz_ake S i think, r?ed|tate, and pray  authority/roles.) Application: Could | be disrespecting
about what it is teaching. Use :che Who,. what, when,  Goq's authority and if so, what ought to be changed?
)/lvhere, why,. apd e fappr'?:ich % a!nalyzmg the,"ers‘?' 2. Read Verses 4-5: a) When is the specific time for
To whom is it referring?” “What is the topic in this .

N . . . ” o the Lord to judge? (When the Lord comes-Vs 5) b)
section?” “Why is that being said here?” Additionally, ) . i

) . What will be done at this judgment? (The light of
don’t forget to look at the passage from a practical ap- , ) i ) )

God’s Word will manifest all hidden things and coun-

plication point of view: “How does it relate to me?” i ) i )
*Newer students: Focus on ‘reading’ Scripture rather than on cils of the heart, and each saint will have praise-Vs 5)

using many new study insights. Application: Can | objectively judge Paul/others/self?

,,Io Relgn Together

While infrequently used, ‘reign’ is a good Bible term that needs some thought. Posmonally, we see
grace reigning today (dominate/rule), because of Christ’s righteousness. “For if by one man’s (Adam)
offence death reigned by one; much more they (saints) which receive abundance of grace and of the
gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.” (vs. 17) In addition, as we yield to allow
Christ to live in and through us, grace has opportunity to also functionally reign in our life, through
His righteousness working in us. “That as sin hath reigned unto death (unbelievers), even so might
grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life (saints) by Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Vs. 21) The term
‘might’ is used as grace reigning is dependent upon our free will to yield, making wise decisions.

Romans 6:12 specifically teaches us we have choices: “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body,
that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.” Sin reigns in our life when we obey sin in our members,
exalting our flesh, rather than yield unto God: “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of un-
righteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your
members as instruments of righteousness unto God.” (Rom. 6:13) This is what | Corinthians 4:8 is
based upon and refers to. Paul desires that the Corinthians would allow grace to reign, so they could
reign together as members of Christ’s own Body, rather than reign as kings in carnality, exalting the
wisdom and power of this world (Satan): “Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings
without us: and | would to God ye did reign, that we also might reign with you.” (I Corinthians 4:8)

So how can we reign together with Christ? We need to yield to the sound doctrine found in Romans
through Philemon to live it in the details of our lives. As this is done, Christ the Word is exalted. One
day we will rule and reign with Him in heavenly places. Grace also can reign now in the details of our
life, affecting many things i.e. others who observe Christ in us (/ Cor. 9:22), and, as the angels observe
they are impacted (Eph. 3:10). To summarize, in order to allow grace to reign, we purpose to yield
and do a few things: read the Word, believe it, and determine to do whatever God is teaching us to
‘do.” Wisdom in our inner man is used to enable us to learn and make wise decisions as we live Christ.
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Paul begins Chapter 4 in defense of his apostleship.
Chapter 1 told us that the Corinthians were taking
sides and dividing up against one another behind
different church leaders, (I Cor. 1:12), some were for
Apollos, some for Peter, some for Paul. At the end
of Chapter 3 we see Paul trying to unify them, (I
Cor. 3:23) “And ye are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s.”

And then in Chapter 4 he defends himself. Paul be-
gins by telling them he didn’t give much credence
to others judging him (Verse 3). He was responsi-
ble only to God (Verse 4), not the Corinthians, un-
believers, or even himself. He answers only to
God, and is judged only by God.

In Verses 14-15 Paul lovingly as a father to a son
warns them they are on the wrong path, he is their
spiritual father. And then he beseeches them to
follow him. Verse 15: “...yet have ye not many fa-
thers: for in Christ Jesus | have begotten you
through the gospel...”, Verse 16: “..be ye followers
of me...”, and | Cor. 11:1: “Be ye followers of me,
even as | also am of Christ.” As Israel followed Mo-
ses, we are to follow Paul, Paul’s doctrine, humility,
and how he follows Christ, the risen Christ not the

earthly Christ.

Do you have a favorite preacher or pastor that you
esteem higher then others? That is what the Corin-
thians were doing with Paul and church leaders.
They said Paul is not a good speaker (I Cor. 2:4) he
is weak and foolish. Do we judge our pastors and
teachers by earthly standards? By worldly wis-
dom? Are we qualified to judge who is best?

| beseech you, don’t judge the pastors and teach-
ers and church leaders, they answer only to God.
God is their judge. Only God knows the heart and
motivation of man. Don’t become prideful of fol-
lowing a certain pastor. Don’t place what a man
says over Scripture. Verse 6: “...that ye might learn
in us not to think of men above that which is
written...”

/ Cor/nthlans 4 glves us a glimpse of godly la-
bor as Paul admonishes this carnal Church for
being puffed up and exalting worldly wisdom/
power. They were unable to discern spiritual
things as they were carnal and walking as the
unsaved, even falsely accusing Paul their Apos-
tle: “But with me it is a very small thing that |
should be judged of you, or of man’s judg-
ment: yea, | judge not mine own self.” (verse 3)

Paul tried to teach them how to reign in grace,
using himself and Apollos as humble examples:
“We are fools for Christ’s sake, but ye are wise
in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye
are honourable, but we are despised. Even un-
to this present hour we both hunger, and
thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and
have no certain dwellingplace. And labour,
working with our own hands: being reviled, we
bless; being persecuted, we suffer it...” (vs.10-12)

In Chapter 4, Corinth saints were admonished
to prefer others and serve, and not be high-
minded, nor puffed up to exalt their flesh.
What would this godly labor look like in our
lives? Believers would be abased as they
walked by faith and trusted the Truth they
were taught. Further, they would glory in the
Lord (I Cor. 1:31) rather than in men: “And these
things, brethren, | have in a figure transferred
to myself and to Apollos for your sakes; that ye
might learn in us not to think of men above
that which is written, that no one of you be
puffed up for one against another.” (verse 6)

Godliness is god-like-ness; having the mind of
Christ, thinking and behaving accordingly. All
saints in the Body of Christ are to hold Paul as
the minister of Christ, a faithful steward, their
teacher, and the father of their faith (verse
15). If you desire godly labor, you would follow
his grace doctrine as instructions to vyou:
“Wherefore | beseech you, be ye followers of
me.” (vs. 16) Search this Truth out for yourself!
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“Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus...”. (Romans 3:24)

What Does Being 'Puffed Up' Look Like?
Man has his way of doing things and the Corinthian believers
were good examples of how this played out. Being puffed up is
being arrogant, holding one’s own thinking above God’s. The
Corinthian’s were taught the basics of the faith during the
1 1/2 years the Apostle Paul was with them. (Acts 18:11) Yet,
they lived after the flesh, rather than applying these doctrines.

Had they practically lived what they knew, they would have
matured from babes to make godly decisions by God’s grace:
“We then as workers together with him, beseech you also that
ye receive not the grace of God in vain...Giving no offence in
any thing; that the ministry be not blamed.” (Il Cor. 6:1,3)

Instead, Paul had to remind them to live grace, and be holy:
“Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and | will re-
ceive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” (Il Cor. 6:17-18)

In I Corinthians 4, in great love, Paul sends a faithful minister
to remind them of the Truth of the gospel of the grace of God
to encourage a change in thinking: “For this cause have | sent
unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the
Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which
be in Christ, as | teach every where in every church.” (Vs 17)

Think on this: Will we live godly, according to the Truth in us? If we do
not purpose to do this, we will follow Satan and the course of this world:
“Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, nei-
ther were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their fool-
ish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became

fools.” (Rom. 1:21-22) The bottom line is all saints need to decide for
themselves who they will serve/exalt in their daily walk. Be ye thankful!
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Christian Life Coaching Applying Pauline
Truth in the details of life

What is Coaching? It is a helping service,
which includes Bible instruction, mentoring,
support, and applying Scripture to life situa-
tions for personal growth. The Scripture is
used as our primary resource. Options: In-
person/phone/skype, Coaching and teach-

ing: individuals, couples, and groups
(support groups/retreats/presentations).
Periodical

Just A Minute: Monthly Grace newsletter
providing Bible study, edification, and life
application with sound doctrine.

Books (Available on Amazon)
o What to Appreciate As We Approach

God's Word

e  How the Bible is Practical & Able to Ma-
ture Believers

e  Growing Up In Christ To Become A Ma-
ture Believer

e  Romans Study Guide
e  Discovering God’s Glorious Treasure
e Exploring the Bible Using Study Tools

Join Us For Fellowship & Bible Study
Richmond Virginia Area

Family Study: Sunday 3-5:00 pm

Call For Location: (804) 519-1210

Request subscriptions/past issues or
forward questions to writers and edi-
tors, Brian & Deborah Johnson.




