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Can We Really Glory in Sufferings ?

God ordained Paul as our Apostle (Rom. 11:13) and the pattern for the Body
of Christ. His life was filled with sufferings. (Il Cor. 11:23-28) God relays,
“Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” (I
Tim. 3:12) Did God zap Paul miraculously with understanding to go through
difficulties? No. Over time he learned doctrine that enabled him to deal with
issues: “Not that | speak in respect of want: for | have learned, in whatsoev-
er state | am, therewith to be content.” (Phil. 4:11) As he digested the reve-
lations of Christ, he acquired new thinking: “Therefore | take pleasure in in-
firmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for
Christ’s sake: for when | am weak, then am | strong.” (Il Cor. 12:10)

We are to follow Paul as he gloried in sufferings, allowing them to work
within us. Glory has many meanings, yet this glory relates to being thankful
in a challenge so God’s character can be made manifest. Paul realized that
relying on wisdom (grace doctrine) in his inner man would empower him to
negotiate struggles, while it helped him grow. Godly qualities were mani-
fested in Paul, impacting others. Christ’s power rested on him as he trusted.

An earlier epistle gives us a glimpse of why we are to live as who we are in
Christ, though the travails of life can be grievous: “For | reckon that the
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed in us. (Rom. 8:18) Over time and through revela-
tions, Paul learned how God’s grace works, being able to face any sufferings.
At first, he was unable, as he wanted the thorn taken away. However, God
taught him: “...My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made per-
fect in weakness....”
allowing His power to change us inwardly. Then we can glory in the prob-
lem, knowing Christ will be manifest in us. The challenges work for our
good. (Rom. 8:28) So yes, we can glory in sufferings. Basically, walk by faith
in sound doctrine, then God gives the growth, producing glory. He will teach
us to trust Him as we grow, even to take pleasure in sufferings. Think on this.

(Il Cor. 12:9) We can also learn to rely on God’s grace,
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Sin Is Real... We Need a Savior!

Each of know we are a sinner,
but we are also to realize we
need God. He is our Provider
and Father, who gave His only
Son to die on the cross to pay
for our sin. “Being justified
freely by his grace through the
redemption that is in Christ
Jesus.” (Rom. 3:24) Think on this
and simply believe the verse!



Study Devotional of the Book of Galatians

God desired to teach the Galatians to
submit to Paul’s authority as the Apos-
tle of the Gentiles, and pattern. This
Church allowed other teachers and
doctrine to affect their spiritual growth.
Verses this Month: Galatians 4:16-18

“Am | therefore become your enemy,
because | tell you the truth? They zeal-
ously affect you, but not well, yea, they
would exclude you, that ye might affect
them. But it is good to be zealously
affected always in a good thing, and
not only when | am present with you.”

1. Why would the Galatians see their

own Apostle as an “enemy?” What did
he do to them? How could this very
thing happen to us today with saints in
the local assembly?

2. Who “zealously” affected the Gala-
tians and what was done according to
the verses in this section? Look back to
Chapters 1:6-7 and 3:1-6 for clues.

3. Why did Paul say “and not only
when | am present with you?” To what
was he referring?

4. Knowing you can be “affected” by
others, what can you do to protect

yourself? Are you taking this seriously?

“As the truth of Christ is in me, no man shall stop me of this boasting...” Il Corinthians 11:10

Quesgtions & Answers
Witk Deborak

Question 1: How do | stop the negative
thoughts in my mind?

The key issue is being self aware: where
are you in your thinking? As you realize
you are focused on the negative, choose
to yield unto God and walk by faith, as it
teaches in Rom. 6, and focus above. How?

Paul relays that we are to bring “.. into
captivity every thought to the obedience
of Christ.” (Il Cor. 10:5) This is not possi-
ble for man to do, yet we can as we are
led by the Spirit and conformed to
Christ’s image, gaining His mind. As we
focus above, minding spiritual things,
this will replace the negative thoughts.

Our instruction is to ‘put off’ the ungod-
liness of the old man’s ways and ‘put on’
the new man, which is pleasing to God:
“And be not conformed to this world: but
be ye transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that ye may prove what is
that good, and acceptable, and perfect,
will of God.” (Rom. 12:2) Take 15 min to
watch this lesson, it may help: #3 Truth
to Go: How to Stop the Ungodly record:
https://youtu.be/QplxvKIn8ps
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Trangformed into an Angel of Light

In Paul’s day, there were false prophets and teachers infiltrating
Churches with deceptive ideas. Obviously dishonest workers are usually
recognized quickly in the Church. However, Satan is often subtle in how
he introduces false doctrine. Satan’s wisdom is disguised as Truth. At
first, it is small deviations from sound doctrine, often unnoticed.

“For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves
into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is trans-
formed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his minis-
ters also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness;, whose end
shall be according to their works.” (Il Corinthians 11:13-15)

Adding even one work to grace makes it no longer grace: “And if by
grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace.
But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more
work. “(Rom. 11:6) Today it is common to find false doctrines that have
slowly crept into Churches, spreading confusion and disrupting spiritual
growth. False teachings can sidetrack, derail, or shipwreck saints. We
need to be aware in order to recognize these dangers.

Examples of false instruction in the Church today is teaching that a saint
is saved by doing a work, he can lose his salvation, or if someone sins,
he was not really saved. There is also the problem of giving others false
hope that God will take away problems miraculously, sidetracking be-
lievers from trusting the Word’s sufficiency; or that prayers are an-
swered if you get enough people to pray or as long as you live godly.
Believers need to know sound doctrine so they are not deceived and
able to warn others about these deceptions with love.



Faith Verges Trust

A person can have ‘faith,” fully believing that the Lord Jesus died on
the cross for their sins, yet still find themselves unable to ‘trust’ God in
the details of life. Understanding definitions and the context of pas-
sages can help. Faith is a decision of the heart, believing Truth, as
Abram did to be justified, taking God at His Word: “And he believed in
the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.” (Gen. 15:6)

Trust is confident reliance on God and His Word. This leads to action.
Trust enables us to walk through challenges, holding fast to the Word.
Abraham is given as our example in Romans 4. He developed trust in
God that did not falter, being strong in faith, fully persuaded to glorify
God: “He staggard not at the promise of God through unbelief; but
was strong in faith, giving glory to God; And being fully persuaded
that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform.” (Rom. 4:20-
21) Abraham’s trust in God enabled him to act. He fell on his face,
trusting God instead of trying in his own efforts to “be thou per-
fect.” (Gen. 17:1-6) He trusted in God to willingly offer his son Isaac
“for a burnt-offering,” knowing God would raise him up. (Gen. 22:1-12)

So then, saints can have faith to believe something in God’s Word as
Truth, yet still be unable to ‘depend on it’ for application. Why is that?
We need to develop confident assurance to put the Word into action.
This world, the flesh (with emotions), and circumstances can interfere
with this spiritual maturity, causing even strong saints to lose sight of
their hope and the Truth, wavering in trusting what they believe. They
become unable to walk it out and instead exalt fear and things of this
world. (Il Tim. 1:7) Their focus is pulled aside by Satan’s tactics.

Doctrine in Romans 1-8 is designed to develop a confident reliance on
God (His love, mercy, longsuffering, sufficiency, secure provision). Ro-
mans 8:31-39 summarizes the sure trust we all need. If you personally
find you don’t have this trust, go back to read, reread, and study this
section. Pray for and listen to the Spirit teach a deeper confidence.
Scripture teaches us inner man strength to trust and to be thankful for
God’s faithfulness, His character and trustworthiness. The Old Testa-
ment teaches of His perfect character and provision. The whole Bible
unfolds His great love and all He has done, is doing, and will do for us.
To gain trust, believe the Word (sound doctrine) and be grateful.
Issue 23.4 —Page 3

Quesgtions & Answers
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Question 2: I've grown up in grace doc-
trine. How can I still become depressed?
While we have so much to be thankful for
and may know sound doctrine, we are not
immune to phycological or emotional chal-
lenges. Hard things happen; this is a pre-
sent evil world. In addition, we still don’t
understand ALL things and are affected by
sin in our flesh. Reflect on the following:

1. Think about where you are to deter-

mine a course of action: A few ideas: You

may not have known ‘how’ to apply some
of the grace teachings to help you. Maybe
you made some unwise choices (as we all
do), allowing other things to be more im-
portant and exalted. Perhaps there are
physical, chemical, or hormonal issues
happening. Could you be grieving a loss?
(Sometimes it’s important to consult a
doctor to rule out physical issues.)

2. Be mindful of your thoughts: Do you

spend too much time focused on the dis-
couraging issues in the physical realm or
reviewing/exalting the past or problems?
This can lead you down a negative road of
thinking. “Let not sin therefore reign in
your mortal body, that ye should obey it in
the lusts thereof.” (Rom 6: 12) Instead,
“seek those things” above. (Col. 3:1-4)

2. Find a spiritual friend/mentor in Christ:

This can become a safe, wise place to
share concerns and obtain support and
insights by Scripture. Choose this person
carefully to assure sound Biblical insights.

3. Stay in the Word, meditate, and pray:

This provides the resource to make wise
decisions and focus above.

4. Make a daily thankful list: Each day
write a few things you are grateful to God

for and build upon it, daily and prayerfully
reviewing what was written on prior days.

5. Consider listening to the 15-minute,

Truth to Go series. It teaches practical
application: https://youtube.com/playlist?




An Outline of 7 Corinthians

The goal of offering this outline is to make it easier when study-
ing this long book. No doubt there are many ways to break
down this epistle. The overall purpose of | Corinthians is appli-
cation of the foundational doctrine of Romans, dealing with a
carnal Church. It has three sections and each chapter deals with
various aspects of the topic. Prove all things for yourself!

I. Chapters 1-4: Status of Corinthian Church: Worldly/Carnal
Chapter 1: Caught up in worldly power/wisdom: One of Satan’s attacks
Chapter 2: How to gain God’s power/wisdom: Be led by Spirit
Chapter 3: Labor brings fruit to glorify God: Paul the master builder
Chapter 4: Submission to God’s Minister: Paul’s authority

Il. Chapters 5-11: Making Godly Judgments to Glorify God
Chapter 5: Glorify God in the local assembly: Live godly/deal with sin
Chapter 6: Glorify God valuing saints/righteousness: His Word guides
Chapter 7: Glorify God in relationships/marriage: Godly judgments
Chapter 8: Glorify God dealing with the weak in grace
Chapter 9: Glorify God by understanding our liberty in ministry
Chapter 10: Glorify God in your body: Israel an ungodly example/warning
Chapter 11: Glorify God in the ordinances within the local assembly

lll. Chapters 12-16: Church Manifesting Order and Godly Love
Chapter 12: Gifts given by Godhead for unity: Covet best gifts
Chapter 13: Charity is central: Prepare for change in the ‘sign gifts’
Chapter 14: While gifts remain, covet best gifts to edify & follow order
Fellowship & Bible Study Chapter 15: Attacks on the resurrection and proofs: Our resurrection
(Current Studies In Richmond Area) Chapter 16: Submission to godly saints and standing fast in the faith
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Find Us By Our Name On YouTube
Books (Available on Amazon)
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Note: For all Publications the King James Bible is used. Verses may be made bold or numbered for emphasis.
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